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CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 4288 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF 

SUB J : FEEDBACK FRON REFUGEES CONCERNING CONDITIONS/RECENT 
EVENTS IN VIET-NAM 

1 . FOLLOWING IS INFORMATION OFFERED REF:OPS PERSONNEL BY 
REFUGEES DURING EMB/ENS TOUR OF MALAYSIAN BOAT CAMPS APRIL 
15 - MAY 15, 1978. 

2. BAC LIEU (NOW CALLED MINH HAI): REGARDING COLLECTIVIZATION 

OF DELTA LANDS, THE SRV IS NOT YET INVOLVED IN WHOLESALE COLLECT- 
IVIZATION. AT PRESENT, THE GOVERNMENT IS PRACTICING A POLICY 
OF REMOVING FARM PRODUCE FROM MORE PRODUCTIVE REGIONS TO POORER 
ONES. THUS, THE EMPHASIS OF POLICU SEEMS TO BE MORE A REGIONAL 
ONE THAN ONE CONCENTRATING ON INDIVIDUALS (THOUGH, OF COURSE, 

THE GOODS IN THE WF.ATI THIF.R REGIONS MUST BE COLLECTED FROM 
INDIVIDUALS). PERSONS FROM WHOM GOODS ARE COLLECTED ARE GIVEN 
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RECEIPTS FOR THEIR LOSSES, WHICH ARE GENERALLY WORHT SO MUCH 
IN FOOD TO BE COLLECTED AT AN UNSPECIFIED LATER DATE. SOME 
FARMERS HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN MAKING CLAIMSON THEIR RECEIPTS. 
ALSO, MOST TRACTORS AND BUFFALO HAVE BEEN NATIONALIZED. 

3. PHU QUOC: BEGINNING IN EARLY APRIL, LOCAL CADRE BEGAN ASSAY 
ING WHAT JOB SKILLS WERE REPRESENTED IN THE AREA. PERSONS OF 
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WORKING AGE WERE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE A FORM INDICATING WHICH 
SKILLS THEY POSSESS AND THE DEGREE OF THEIR CAPABILITY IN PER- 
FORMING THOSE SKILLS. THOUGH NO OFFICIAL STATEMENTS HAVE BEEN 
MADE REGARDING THE RATIONALE FOR THIS, IT IS ASSUMED BY REFUGEES 
TO BE BEGINNING OF OVERALL FORCED LABOR PROGRAM FOR THE ISLAND. 

4. NATIONALIZATION OF BOATS AT PHU QUOC HAS NOT YET OCCURRED, 
THOUGH OFFICIALS HAVE STATED THAT SUCH NATIONALIZATION IS 
INEVITABLE. TWO PHU QUOC FISHERMEN SAID THAT LOWER LEVEL CADRES 
WERE SAYING THAT NATIONALIZATION OF THE FISHING FLEET WOULD 
OCCUR AT END OF THIS MONTH. 

5. CAMAU: CAMAU IS QUICKLY BECOMING THE MOST POPULAR ESCAPE 
POINT FOR SAIGONESE. AS CAMAU HAS NUMEROUS EXITS TO THE SEA, 

MAY OF WHICH ARE VERY SMALL AND UNGUARDED, IT IS SAID TO BE 
EASIER TO ESCAPE FROM THE AREA UNDETECTED. APPARENTLY, LARGE 
COASTAL AREAS, SUCH AS RACH GIA OR PHAN THIET, ARE NOW MORE CARE- 
FULLY GUARDED AND ARE NOTED FOR THEIR HIGH INCIDENCE OF UNSUCCESS- 
FUL ESCAPE ATTEMPTS. ONE FISHERMAN FROM RACH GIA VENTURED TO SAY 
AS MANY AS 70 PERCENT OF THOSE ESCAPING FROM THAT CITY WERE 
APPREHENDED BY LOCAL SECURITY FORCES. 

6. SAIGONESE LEAVING FROM CAMAU CLAIM THE TRIP TO CAMAU FROM 
SAIGON IS QUITE A SIMPLE ONE. TRAVEL DOCUMENTS, FAKE OF COURSE, 

CAN BE EASILY PROCURED IN SAIGON FOR $15 - $50. PAPERS PERMIT 
TRAVEL TO COASTAL AREA. 
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7. SAIGON: AUDITING, WHICH BEGAN ON 23 MARCH, SEEMS TO BE STILT. 

IN PROGRESS, YET ON A DIMINISHING SCALE. PERSONS ARE BEGINNING 
TO BE TRANSPORTED TO NEW ECONOMIC ZONES AS A RESULT OF THE 
23 MARCH MASS AUDIT. 

8. ONEY CHANGE: EARLIER THIS MONTH, THERE WAS A NATIONAL 
CURRENCY CHANGE. FAMILES IN SAIGON WERE LIMITED TO $500 AND 
THOSE IN RURAL AREAS TO $150 - $300. (ONE SAIGONESE STATED THAT 
$500 IS ADEQUATE FOR BUYING 10 KG OF SUGAR ON THE BLACK MARKET.) 
THERE IS NO CONSENSUS ON THE EFFECTS OF THE MONEY CHANGE. 
COMMENT: IT IS FELT THAT CHANGE WILL HAVE LITTLE DIMINISHING 
EFFECT ON THE REFUGEE OUTFLOW AS 1) PERSONS WITH GOLD CAN 
BUYTHEIR WAY OUT OF VIETNAM AND 2) THE NEW CURRENCY, IT IS 
SAID, CAN ALREADY BE PURCHASED, IN EXCHANGE FOR GOLD ON BLACK 
MARKET. 
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